
A brief study of the Attributes of God

The Holy One
“The greatness of God rouses fear within us, but His goodness encourages us not

to be afraid of Him. To fear and not be afraid - that is the paradox of faith.” 

There are two broad Moral Attributes of God : His Holiness and Goodness 

Holiness  Exodus 15:11, Psalms 22:3. Proverbs 9:10. Isaiah 6:3. Habakkuk 1:12-13. Revelation 15:4.  

Holiness is perhaps the most difficult to define or comprehend or approach, and it is often 
misconstrued. God is entirely transcendent and separate from His creation and from all impurity, high 
and unapproachable, and His nature is the source from which all moral / ethical perfection springs. 

“Holy” is frequently attached to his other attributes – especially to His “Name”.  “This may be said to be a 
transcendental attribute, that, as it were, runs through the rest, and casts luster upon them. It is an attribute of attributes.”  

The fundamental meaning of the word is “set apart.  The term holiness in Hebrew, qodesh, has the 
notion of separation, of uniqueness, of one-of-kindness as it were. Holiness also contains the notion, especially
in relation to the nature of God, of His being separate and distinct from all impurity. God is “unmixed” in all His attributes. 
God isn't measured against a standard – His nature is The Standard.

“To say that the attribute of holiness is important is not to say that we understand it, Of all the attributes of God, in fact, 
this one is the most misconstrued. In its original and most fundamental sense, holy is not an ethical concept at all. Rather it 
means that which is of the very nature of God and which therefore distinguishes him from everything else.”  James Boice 

The other striking aspect of God's Holiness in the Bible is found in the Greek word for “Holy”: God is 
“Awe-ful” - emphasizing His majesty and transcendence. He presents Himself through Scripture as an 
“unapproachable fire.” Perhaps the most striking passage is Isaiah chapter 6. We are fallen beings spiritually, morally, 
mentally and physically. We are fallen in all the ways that man can fall. . . we have lost the ability of conceive of the holy.

 “The worshiper is drawn to the Holy, but at the same time he is terrified by it. The awe-inspiring, overpowering energy of 
the holy threatens to destroy him. . . The moral shock suffered by us through our mighty break with the high will of heaven 
has left us all with a permanent trauma affecting every part of our nature” We are fallen beings spiritually, morally, 
mentally and physically. We are fallen in all the ways that man can fall. . . we have lost the ability of conceive of the holy.

Holiness, then is the characteristic of God that sets him apart from his creation. holiness has at least four elements: The 
first is majesty which links holiness to sovereignty. The second is will  . . . God is not indifferent to how men and women 
regard him – he wills and acts to see his glory is recognized. The third element is wrath  . . . the necessary and proper 
stance of the holy God to all who oppose him. The final element is righteousness.  What God wills is right – holiness in its 
ethical sense. The right is what God is and reveals to us.”                                                               James Montgomery Boice  

Justice – Righteousness Psa 97:2. 119:137f. 145:17. Jeremiah 23:5,6. Revelation 19:11. 
Flowing out of God's Holiness is His Righteousness and Justice. He establishes standards for his moral creatures based on 
His own moral nature (the law) and He holds them accountable, bringing reward or punishments. We are called to be holy 
as He is Holy. Leviticus 11:44,45. Hebrews 14:14. 1 Peter 1:16.

“Justice, when used of God, is a name we give to the way God is, nothing more; and when God acts justly He is not doing 
so to conform to an independent criterion, but simply acting like Himself in a given situation. God is God, always, only, 
fully God, and can never be other than He is.”  

“Everything in the universe is good to the degree it conforms to the nature of God and evil as it fails to do so. God is His 
own self-existent principle of moral equity, and when He sentences evil men or rewards the righteous, He simply acts like 
Himself from within, uninfluenced by anything that is not Himself.”                                                                                      



“In the Scriptures justice and righteousness are scarcely to be distinguished from each other.” “Justice flows out of 
holiness, refers to the fact that God establishes standards for His moral creatures that are in accord with his intrinsic 
righteousness and He judges His moral creatures by their conformity to these righteous standards.  God conforms in word, 
in thought, and action to the moral law that makes up his very nature. When God acts, he acts in a right way, righteous way.
Righteousness refers to the quality of God in action, as it were, always expressing what is true of His intrinsic moral 
nature.”     

“Justice embodies the idea of moral equity, and iniquity is the exact opposite; it is inequity, the absence of equality from 
human thoughts and acts. Judgment is the application of equity to moral situations and may be favorable or unfavorable 
according to whether the one under examination has been equitable or in- equitable in heart and conduct.” 

 The Wrath of God   Psalms 5:5 7:11. Isaiah 13:9. John 3:36. Romans 1:18. Revelation 6:16
A study of the concordance will show that there are more references in Scripture to the anger, fury, and wrath of God, than 
there are to His love and tenderness. Because God is holy, He hates all sin; and because He hates all sin, His anger burns 
against the sinner. For there is no blemish whatever, not the slightest defect in the character of God; yet there would be if 
“wrath” were absent from Him! The wrath of God is His eternal detestation of all unrighteousness. It is the displeasure and
indignation of divine equity against evil. It is the holiness of God stirred into activity against sin.

Goodness “Kindness” Psalms 104:10-21. Psalms 100:4-5. Matthew 5:44-45. Romans 2:4-5
“The goodness of God is that which disposes Him to be kind, cordial, benevolent, and full of good will toward men. He is 
tenderhearted and of quick sympathy, and His unfailing attitude toward all moral beings is open, frank, and friendly. By His 
nature He is inclined to bestow blessedness and He takes holy pleasure in the happiness of His people.”  “The original 
Saxon meaning of our English word God is “The Good.” God is not only the greatest of all beings, but the best. All that 
emanates from God—His decrees, His creation, His laws, His providences—cannot be otherwise than good.”   

“Christ walked with men on earth that He might show them what God is like and make known the true nature of God to a 
race that had wrong ideas about Him. This was only one of the things He did while here in the flesh, but this He did with 
beautiful perfection. From Him we learn how God acts toward people. The hypocritical, the basically insincere, will find 
Him cold and aloof, as they once found Jesus; but the penitent will find Him merciful; the self-condemned will find Him 
generous and kind. To the frightened He is friendly, to the poor in spirit He is forgiving, to the ignorant, considerate; to the 
weak, gentle; to the stranger, hospitable.” p. 84

The Patience of God  Nor can the benevolence of God be justly called into question because there is suffering and 
sorrow in the world. If man sins against the goodness of God, if he despises “the riches of His goodness and forbearance 
and longsuffering,” and after the hardness and impenitence of his heart treasurest up unto himself wrath against the day of 
wrath (Rom 2:4,5), who is to blame but himself? Would God be “good” if He punished not those who ill-use His blessings, 
abuse His benevolence, and trample His mercies beneath their feet? 

“When I consider how the goodness of God is abused by the greatest part of mankind, I cannot but be of his mind that said, 
The greatest miracle in the world is God’s patience and bounty to an ungrateful world.” William Gurnell 

“There is nothing in His justice which forbids the exercise of His mercy.  God is never at cross-purposes with Himself. No 
attribute of God is in conflict with another. God.’s compassion flows out of His goodness, and goodness without justice is 
not goodness.” 

Faithfulness – Truth  Deut 7:9. 2 Tim 2:13. Psa 89:8 Isa 11:5. Psa 36:5. Lam 3:22,23. Hebr 10:23
“God never forgets, fails, never falters nor forfeits His Word. To every declaration of promise or prophecy the Lord has 
exactly adhered, every engagement of covenant or threatening He will make good. .  . . God is true. His Word of promise is 
sure. In all His relations with His people God is faithful. He may be safely relied upon. No one ever yet really trusted Him 
in vain.  His people need to know that faithfulness is an essential part of the divine character. 

“God is faithful in preserving His people. Since God has promised to His Son a certain people for His inheritance, to 
deliver them from sin and condemnation, and to make them participants of eternal life in glory, it is certain that He will not 
allow any of them to perish. God is faithful in disciplining His people. He is faithful in what He withholds, no less than in 
what He gives. He is faithful in sending sorrow as well as in giving joy. God is faithful in glorifying His people. God deals 
with us not on the ground of our merits (for we have none), but for His own great name’s sake. God is constant to Himself 
and to His own purpose of grace. . .” 


